
English Language Arts and Reading
K - 12 Vertical Alignment Developing and sustaining foundational language skills
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(A) use a resource 
such as a picture 
dictionary or digital 
resource to find 
words;

(A) use a resource 
such as a picture 
dictionary or digital 
resource to find 
words;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
determine meaning 
and pronunciation of 
unknown words;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
determine meaning, 
syllabication, and 
pronunciation;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
determine meaning, 
syllabication, and 
pronunciation;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
determine meaning, 
syllabication, 
pronunciation, and 
word origin;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
determine the 
meaning, 
syllabication, 
pronunciation, word 
origin, and part of 
speech;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
determine the 
meaning, 
syllabication, 
pronunciation, word 
origin, and part of 
speech;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
determine the 
meaning, 
syllabication, 
pronunciation, word 
origin, and part of 
speech;

(A) use print or 
digital resources 
such as glossaries or 
technical dictionaries 
to clarify and 
validate 
understanding of the 
precise and 
appropriate meaning 
of technical or 
discipline-based 
vocabulary;

(A) use print or 
digital resources 
such as glossaries or 
technical dictionaries 
to clarify and 
validate 
understanding of the 
precise and 
appropriate meaning 
of technical or 
discipline-based 
vocabulary;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
clarify and validate 
understanding of 
multiple meanings of 
advanced 
vocabulary;

(A) use print or 
digital resources to 
clarify and validate 
understanding of 
multiple meanings of 
advanced 
vocabulary;

(B) use illustrations 
and texts the student 
is able to read or 
hear to learn or 
clarify word 
meanings; and

(B) use illustrations 
and texts the student 
is able to read or 
hear to learn or 
clarify word 
meanings;

(B) use context 
within and beyond a 
sentence to 
determine the 
meaning of 
unfamiliar words;

(B) use context 
within and beyond a 
sentence to 
determine the 
meaning of 
unfamiliar words and 
multiple-meaning 
words;

(B) use context 
within and beyond a 
sentence to 
determine the 
relevant meaning of 
unfamiliar words or 
multiple-meaning 
words;

(B) use context 
within and beyond a 
sentence to 
determine the 
relevant meaning of 
unfamiliar words or 
multiple-meaning 
words;

(B) use context such 
as definition, 
analogy, and 
examples to clarify 
the meaning of 
words; and

(B) use context such 
as contrast or cause 
and effect to clarify 
the meaning of 
words; and

(B) use context 
within or beyond a 
paragraph to clarify 
the meaning of 
unfamiliar or 
ambiguous words; 
and

(B) analyze context 
to distinguish 
between the 
denotative and 
connotative 
meanings of words; 
and

(B) analyze context 
to distinguish among 
denotative, 
connotative, and 
figurative meanings 
of words; and

(B) analyze context 
to draw conclusions 
about nuanced 
meanings such as in 
imagery; and

(B) analyze context 
to draw conclusions 
about nuanced 
meanings such as in 
imagery; and

(C) identify the 
meaning of words 
with the affixes -s, -
ed, and -ing; and

(C) identify the 
meaning of and use 
words with affixes 
un-, re-, -ly, -er, and -
est (comparative and 
superlative), and -
ion/tion/sion; and

(C) identify the 
meaning of and use 
words with affixes 
such as im- (into), 
non-, dis-, in- (not, 
non), pre-, -ness, -y, 
and -ful; and

(C) determine the 
meaning of and use 
words with affixes 
such as mis-, sub-, -
ment, and -ity/ty and 
roots such as auto, 
graph, and meter; 
and

(C) identify the 
meaning of and use 
words with affixes 
such as trans-, super-
, -ive, and -logy and 
roots such as geo and 
photo; and

(C) determine the 
meaning and usage 
of grade-level 
academic English 
words derived from 
Greek and Latin 
roots such as 
mis/mit, bene, man, 
vac, scrib/script, and 
jur/jus.

(C) determine the 
meaning and usage 
of grade-level 
academic English 
words derived from 
Greek and Latin 
roots such as omni, 
log/logue, gen, 
vid/vis, phil, luc, and 
sens/sent.

(C) determine the 
meaning and usage 
of grade-level 
academic English 
words derived from 
Greek and Latin 
roots such as ast, qui, 
path, mand/mend, 
and duc.

(C) determine the 
meaning of foreign 
words or phrases 
used frequently in 
English such as bona 
fide, caveat, carte 
blanche, tête-à-tête, 
bon appétit, and quid 
pro quo.

(C) determine the 
meaning of foreign 
words or phrases 
used frequently in 
English such as pas 
de deux, status quo, 
déjà vu, avant-garde, 
and coup d'état.

(C) determine the 
meaning of foreign 
words or phrases 
used frequently in 
English such as ad 
hoc, faux pas, non 
sequitur, and modus 
operandi.

(C) determine the 
meaning of foreign 
words or phrases 
used frequently in 
English such as ad 
nauseum, in loco 
parentis, laissez-
faire, and caveat 
emptor.

(C) identify and use 
words that name 
actions; directions; 
positions; sequences; 
categories such as 
colors, shapes, and 
textures; and 
locations.

(D) identify and use 
words that name 
actions, directions, 
positions, sequences, 
categories, and 
locations.

(D) identify, use, and 
explain the meaning 
of antonyms, 
synonyms, idioms, 
and homographs in 
context.

(D) identify, use, and 
explain the meaning 
of antonyms, 
synonyms, idioms, 
homophones, and 
homographs in a 
text.

(D) identify, use, and 
explain the meaning 
of homophones such 
as reign/rain.

(D) identify, use, and 
explain the meaning 
of adages and puns.

Developing and sustaining foundational language skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking--vocabulary. The student uses newly acquired vocabulary expressively. The student is expected to:
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