
English Language Arts and Reading
K - 12 Vertical Alignment Multiple Genres
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English I
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110.38

English IV
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(A) discuss topics 
and determine the 
basic theme using 
text evidence with 
adult assistance;

(A) discuss topics 
and determine theme 
using text evidence 
with adult assistance;

(A) discuss topics 
and determine theme 
using text evidence 
with adult assistance;

(A) infer the theme 
of a work, 
distinguishing theme 
from topic;

(A) infer basic 
themes supported by 
text evidence;

(A) infer multiple 
themes within a text 
using text evidence;

(A) infer multiple 
themes within and 
across texts using 
text evidence;

(A) infer multiple 
themes within and 
across texts using 
text evidence;

(A) analyze how 
themes are 
developed through 
the interaction of 
characters and 
events;

(A) analyze how 
themes are 
developed through 
characterization and 
plot in a variety of 
literary texts;

(A) analyze how 
themes are 
developed through 
characterization and 
plot, including 
comparing similar 
themes in a variety of 
literary texts 
representing different 
cultures;

(A) analyze 
relationships among 
thematic 
development, 
characterization, 
point of view, 
significance of 
setting, and plot in a 
variety of literary 
texts;

(A) analyze 
relationships among 
thematic 
development, 
characterization, 
point of view, 
significance of 
setting, and plot in a 
variety of literary 
texts;

(B) identify and 
describe the main 
character(s);

(B) describe the 
main character(s) 
and the reason(s) for 
their actions;

(B) describe the 
main character's 
(characters') internal 
and external traits;

(B) explain the 
relationships among 
the major and minor 
characters;

(B) explain the 
interactions of the 
characters and the 
changes they 
undergo;

(B) analyze the 
relationships of and 
conflicts among the 
characters;

(B) analyze how the 
characters' internal 
and external 
responses develop 
the plot;

(B) analyze how 
characters' qualities 
influence events and 
resolution of the 
conflict;

(B) analyze how 
characters' 
motivations and 
behaviors influence 
events and resolution 
of the conflict;

(B) analyze how 
authors develop 
complex yet 
believable characters 
in works of fiction 
through a range of 
literary devices, 
including character 
foils;

(B) analyze how 
authors develop 
complex yet 
believable 
characters, including 
archetypes, through 
historical and 
cultural settings and 
events;

(B) analyze how 
characters' behaviors 
and underlying 
motivations 
contribute to moral 
dilemmas that 
influence the plot 
and theme;

(B) analyze how 
characters' behaviors 
and underlying 
motivations 
contribute to moral 
dilemmas that 
influence the plot 
and theme;

(C) describe the 
elements of plot 
development, 
including the main 
events, the problem, 
and the resolution for 
texts read aloud with 
adult assistance; and

(C) describe plot 
elements, including 
the main events, the 
problem, and the 
resolution, for texts 
read aloud and 
independently; and

(C) describe and 
understand plot 
elements, including 
the main events, the 
conflict, and the 
resolution, for texts 
read aloud and 
independently; and

(C) analyze plot 
elements, including 
the sequence of 
events, the conflict, 
and the resolution; 
and

(C) analyze plot 
elements, including 
the rising action, 
climax, falling 
action, and 
resolution; and

(C) analyze plot 
elements, including 
rising action, climax, 
falling action, and 
resolution; and

(C) analyze plot 
elements, including 
rising action, climax, 
falling action, 
resolution, and non-
linear elements such 
as flashback; and

(C) analyze plot 
elements, including 
the use of 
foreshadowing and 
suspense, to advance 
the plot; and

(C) analyze non-
linear plot 
development such as 
flashbacks, 
foreshadowing, 
subplots, and parallel 
plot structures and 
compare it to linear 
plot development; 
and

(C) analyze non-
linear plot 
development such as 
flashbacks, 
foreshadowing, 
subplots, and parallel 
plot structures and 
compare it to linear 
plot development; 
and

(C) analyze isolated 
scenes and their 
contribution to the 
success of the plot as 
a whole; and 

(C) evaluate how 
different literary 
elements shape the 
author's portrayal of 
the plot; and

(C) critique and 
evaluate how 
complex plot 
structures such as 
subplots contribute 
to and advance the 
action; and

(D) describe the 
setting.

(D) describe the 
setting.

(D) describe the 
importance of the 
setting.

(D) explain the 
influence of the 
setting on the plot.

(D) explain the 
influence of the 
setting, including 
historical and 
cultural settings, on 
the plot.

(D) analyze the 
influence of the 
setting, including 
historical and 
cultural settings, on 
the plot.

(D) analyze how the 
setting, including 
historical and 
cultural settings, 
influences character 
and plot 
development.

(D) analyze how the 
setting influences 
character and plot 
development.

(D) explain how the 
setting influences the 
values and beliefs of 
characters.

(D) analyze how the 
setting influences the 
theme.

(D) analyze how 
historical and 
cultural settings 
influence 
characterization, 
plot, and theme 
across texts.

(D) analyze how the 
historical, social, and 
economic context of 
setting(s) influences 
the plot, 
characterization, and 
theme.

(D) evaluate how the 
historical, social, and 
economic context of 
setting(s) influences 
the plot, 
characterization, and 
theme.

Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse literary texts. The student is expected to:
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