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How Should We Teach
ASKING QUESTIONS?
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When you read...

Molly: “There should be a little voice in your
head asking questions. You need to be aware of
them because they help you understand. The
more you know, the more information you have,
the more important your questions become.”

Maureen: “Yeah, if you don’t have any
questions, you’re probably not paying attention
to your reading.”

Asking & Answering Questions
Grade 3 - Grade 5

(Conrad, Matthews, Zimmerman,
& Allen, 2008, p. 57)
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The Cognitive Strategy Routine
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Use a Real-World Example (step 1) ; R

¢ An anchor lesson is a real-world example
used to create context for a cognitive
strategy.

* Itis useful to create a different anchor
lesson for each cognitive strategy.

* We refer to the anchor lesson to remind
students of the cognitive strategy.
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Anchor Lesson
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Use a Real-World Example (step 1)

Discuss what you will do for
Step 1in your classroom.

How will you introduce
Asking and Answering
Questions to your students?
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Asking & Answering Questions
Grade 3 - Grade 5
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Teaching the Strategy (steps 2-4)
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Give the Strategy a Name (step 2)

o i o o gy

Today, we're going =
to talk about a
strategy called mm— )
Asking and
Answering
Questions.
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Define the Strategy (step 3)

“I love questions. They help us understand the
world around us, and they help us as readers.
When we take time to ask questions as we read,
we think more deeply and make more
connections to things we already know... As |
read, | will stop now and then to share my
guestions and give you a chance to share your
guestions with a partner.”

(Hoyt, 2007, p. 5)
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Asking & Answering Questions
Grade 3 - Grade 5
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Define the Strategy (step 3)

We've talked
about how hard ...
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Give Students Touchstones (step 4)

Provide students with a hand motion that

signals “asking questions”
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Give Students Touchstones (step 4)

Display strategy posters
in the classroom.

Haciendo Preguntas

Me pregunto...
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Asking & Answering Questions
Grade 3 - Grade 5
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Anchor Charts

Anchor charts are a way to hold student
thinking. “It makes our thinking public and
permanent, and traces our work together.... and
so allows us to make connections from one
strategy to another, clarify a point, build on
earlier learning, and simply remember a specific

lesson” (willer, 2002, pp. 57 & 59).
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Give Students Touchstones (step 4)
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Asking & Answering Questions
Grade 3 - Grade 5
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Your Turn (Steps 2 - 4)

Put Steps 2-4
together ...
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Think-Aloud (step 5)

“A think-aloud is a way
to provide instruction
rather than just give
instructions.”

(Daniels & Zemelman, 2004, p. 238).
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Think-Aloud (step 5)

In the beginning,
choose texts that
are well-suited to
the strategy
being taught.

(Duke & Pearson, 2002)
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Questions Which Support the
Comprehension Literary Text

Who is the story about?
What are they trying to do?
What happens when they
try to do it?

What happens at the end?
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L. Aoy with - i posted his e
“Pajamas” be sheted, They wore white pagamas

Surat, M. (2000). Angel
Child, Dragon Child. In
SRA, Open Court
Reading (Grade 3, Unit
1, p. 28). Columbus:
McGraw-Hill.

hve learmed—

Angel Child,
Dragon Child

Michele Maria Surat
ittustrated by Vo Dinh Mai

s 3 —— .- —
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1wo by two. Mother was not there to skip with
me. Mother was far away In Vietnam. She could
not say, “Ut, my little one, be an Angel Child. Be @
happy In your new American school.”

1 hugsted the wall and pecked around the
comner.

A boy with fire-colored hair pointed his finger.
“Pajamast” he shouted. “They wore white
16 school” The American children tited back their
long noses, laughing.
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Asking & Answering Questions
Grade 3 - Grade 5
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