
Tools for Determining Importance 

 

• Scan the text, notice text features and structure 

• Use background knowledge 

• Make predictions 

• Set a purpose for reading 

 

• Look for a main idea statement 

• Look for repeated words or phrases 

• Use text features: 

- Table of Contents 

- Titles, headings and subheadings 

- Font (colored, italics, bold) 

- Graphics (e.g. photos, diagrams, maps, etc.) 

- Captions and labels 

- Definitions and pronunciation guide 

• Chunk the text 

• Use text structure 

 

• Reread, discuss and identify main ideas 
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Herramientas para determinar importancia 
 

 

• Examina las palabras del texto, fíjate en las características y 

estructura del texto   

• Utiliza conocimientos previos 

• Haz predicciones 

• Establece el propósito de Ia lectura 

 

• Busca Ia idea principal 

• Busca las palabras o frases que se repiten 

• Usa las características del texto: 

- Tabla del contenido 

- Títulos, encabezamientos y subtítulos 

- Letra (color, cursiva, negrilla) 

- Gráficos (e.g. fotos, diagramas, mapas, etc.) 

- Leyendas y etiquetas 

- Definiciones y guía de pronunciación 

• Divide el texto en partes  

• Usa Ia estructura del texto 

 

• Vuelve a leer, habla de, e identifica Ias ideas principales 
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Scan the text, notice text features & structure 
Notice the length of text. 

Notice text features that have been included to support the reading of the text. 

Look for signal words and organization which indicate text structure. 

Think about what the text appears to be about. 

Use Background Knowledge and Make Predictions
Make connections to background knowledge if the topic is familiar. 

Make connections to related topics and concepts if the topic is unfamiliar. 

Make predictions about the text. 

Set a Purpose for Reading
Identify a purpose for reading. 

Scan the text, notice text features & structure 
Notice the length of text. 

Notice text features that have been included to support the reading of the text. 

Look for signal words and organization which indicate text structure. 

Think about what the text appears to be about. 

Use Background Knowledge and Make Predictions
Make connections to background knowledge if the topic is familiar. 

Make connections to related topics and concepts if the topic is unfamiliar. 

Make predictions about the text. 

Set a Purpose for Reading
Identify a purpose for reading. 

What Do Good Readers Do Before 

Reading Informational Text? 

What Do Good Readers Do Before 

Reading Informational Text? 
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Scan the text, notice text features & structure  
Notice the length of text.  

Notice text features that have been included to support the reading of the text.  

Look for signal words and organization which indicate text structure.  

Think about what the text appears to be about.  

Use Background Knowledge and Make Predictions 

Make connections to background knowledge if the topic is familiar.  

Make connections to related topics and concepts if the topic is unfamiliar.  

Make predictions about the text.  

Set a Purpose for Reading 

Identify a purpose for reading.  

 
 
 
 
 

What Do Good Readers Do Before 

Reading Informational Text? 
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