
Considerations	for	Teaching	Students	to	

DETERMINE	IMPORTANCE	AND	
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IDENTIFY	MAIN	IDEA	



Main	Idea	

“Finding	the	main	idea	
has	never	been	fun	for	
most	struggling	readers.	
They	have	been	asked	to	
find	it	countless	?mes	
and	have	produced	
inadequate	answers.”	

(Zwiers,	210,	pp.	31-32)	
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Main	Idea	
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The	main	idea	can	usually	be	stated	in	one	
sentence.	The	main	idea	sentence	includes	
•  the	topic	and	
•  the	important	information	that	is	said	about	
the	topic.	



Tools	for	Determining	Importance	
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Scan	the	Text,	No?ce	
Text	Features	and	Structure	

Good	readers	
•  no?ce	the	length	of	the	text,	
•  no?ce	text	features	that	have	been	included	
to	support	the	reading	of	the	text,	

•  look	for	signal	words	and	organization	which	
indicate	text	structure,	and	

•  think	about	what	the	text	appears	to	be	
about.	
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Use	Background	Knowledge	and	
Make	Predic?ons	

Good	readers	
•  make	connec?ons	to	background	knowledge	if	
the	topic	is	familiar,	

•  make	connec?ons	to	related	topics	and	
concepts	if	the	topic	is	unfamiliar	(e.g.	Spring	
thaw	…	ice	cubes	melting),	and	

•  make	predictions	about	the	text.	
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Set	a	Purpose	for	Reading	

Good	readers	identify	a	purpose	for	reading.	
–  Teacher	Comprehension	Purpose	Ques?on	

–  Student	Comprehension	Purpose	Question:	
•  Rely	on	?tles	or	headings	
•  Review	test	ques?ons	
•  Consider	predic?ons	
•  Consider,	“What	do	I	want	to	learn	from	reading	this	
text?”	

The	Children’s	Learning	Ins?tute	at	The	University	of	Texas	Health	Science	Center	at	Houston	
©	2015	Texas	Educa?on	Agency	/	The	University	of	Texas	System	 7	



Before	Reading	Demonstra?on	
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Before	Reading	Demonstra?on	

CPQ:	What	
changes	occur	in	
an	ecosystem?	
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Think	

Turn	
 

Talk	

How	might	thinking	aloud	
before	reading	help	your	
students?	
How	might	you	use	this	
checklist	with	students?	
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Your	Turn	

43	

Use	the	s?cky	notes	
to	record	what	you	
will	say	in	your	
think-aloud	before	
reading.	
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