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Handout 11

The Aztecs the flag of the country

of Mexico.

In about 1200, people called the Aztecs Tenochtitlan grew
began to migrate south from northern Mexico. into a great city.
According to legend, they were following the Causeways, or
instructions of one of their gods, who told low bridges, linked
them to travel until they saw an eagle with a Tenochtitlan to the
snake in its beak sitting on a cactus. There, land around the lake.
he said, they should settle. When the Aztecs

Early American Civilizations

|-20°N

_ ; As many as 300,000
reached an island in Lake Texcoco, they at last
’ making it one of the
the Valley of Mexico, they built Tenochtitlan largest cities in
(te noch tee TLAHN), meaning “near the
In order to have more land for farming,
snake appear as the central symbols on Tenochtitlan farmers created “floating gar-
other Aztec lands developed irrigation systems
4“ g and created more farmland by carving ter-
A Mexico  q
, AMERICA - k.. armies to conquer other peoples in the
( Carihboor s empire that stretched from the Atlantic to
the Pacific oceans. An empire is a group of

: people lived there,
saw what they had been searching for. Here, in
the world.
cactus.” Today the eagle, cactus, and
dens” around their island city. Farmers on
ATERNTC races, or wide, flattened steps, into hillsides.
" NORTH St or 2, OCEAN From Tenochtitlan, the Aztecs sent out
P o P s Valley of Mexico. Soon they had created an
lands and peoples ruled by one leader.
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P The Aztecs, Maya, and Inca were three
powerful early cultures in the Americas.

Place Which mountain range was
located in the Incan homeland?

Adapted from: Deans-Barrett, C., Frassetto, M., Greenfield, G., Hoxie, F., Johnson-Odim, C., Khodarkovsky, M., Nichols, R.
(2003). The United States. Glenview, IL. Pearson Education, Inc. (p. 68)





