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Summarizing

“...summarizing helps
us to understand and
make meaning of the
events of everyday life
—what we read, what
we view, what we

experience.”
(Kissner, 2006, p.3)
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Summarizing

“To summarize effectively, students need to
recognize main ideas and key details,
disregard unimportant or repetitive ideas,
construct topic sentences, paraphrase, and
collapse or combine lists or events into

general statements.”
(Graham, S., MacArthur, C., & Fitzgerald, J., 2013, p.339)
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Laying the Foundation for Summarizing

“Model many times over how
to make a summary of a short
passage or a paragraph;
progress gradually to longer
segments of text. Summarizing
is difficult and in the beginning
should be taught through
extensive modeling and
supported practice.”

(Moats, 2005, p. 52)
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Summarizing

A summary should

e reflect the structure of the text,
* include a topic sentence,

* include the main ideas,

* include important details, and

* be paraphrased and shorter than the original
text.
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An ecosystem usually has stability, or balance. There are many
changes occurring all the time, but they cancel each other out.
For example, organisms live, die, and decompose, returning the
materials they were made of to the soil. New plants grow and use
the materials. Water evaporates from a pond, but rain adds more
water. Because these changes balance each other, they do not
cause the overall ecosystem to change.
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Over time, however, changes in climate, rate of erosion, and
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Engage Students (step 6)

Provide opportunities
for students to
Think-Turn-Talk as you
work through the
reading and complete
the graphic organizer
as a class.
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Scaffold Practice (step 7)

Complete the graphic
organizer in pairs or
small groups with
teacher monitoring
and support as
necessary.
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Provide Accountability (step 8)

Complete the graphic
organizer
independently to
demonstrate
understanding.

Use a rubric to
support students and
to assess.
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Use the completed graphic organizer in
the Graphic Organizer packet.

Plan how you will share your thinking with
students.

Complete a summary for the entire text.

Descriptive Text Organizer
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Descriptive Texts

Descriptive texts are written to describe an object, person,
place, event or idea.

Signs of Descriptive Text

+ Specific characteristics or features are described or
explained (size, shape, location, color, etc.).

+ Descriptive adjectives are used throughout the text.

* Details are provided to help the reader visualize the
topic.

* Examples are often provided (for instance, such as, an
‘example, to illustrate, to demonstrate).

« The topic word or a synonym for the topic is often
repeated.

Guiding Questions

* Topic: What specific topic, person, idea, or thing is
being described or explained? (One-two words.)

« Important Details: How is the topic being described or
explained? (What is it, what does it look like, what
does it do, what happens, etc.)

* Main Idea: What features or characteristics are
important to remember or understand about the topic
being described? (One sentence or less.)

* Summary: What are the main ideas and important
details that are necessary to include? How will you
state them in your own words following the structure
of the text? (As concisely as possible.)
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“G iven the raPicug changingworlcl N

which to&ag’s students operate and gjven
the Plethora of information at their
f ngertil:)sj the | mportance of modeli ng
how we determine i mportance has

increased dramatica”g.”

~ Keene & Zimmermann, 2007



