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Solving Subtraction Problems Using Mental Strategies 
 
• Solve the first problem using one of the strategies. Cross 

off the strategy you used. 
• Pass your paper to the person on your right. 
• Solve the second problem using a different strategy from 

the list. Cross off the strategy you used. 
• Pass your paper to the person on your right. 
• Repeat this process until all four problems have been 

solved. 

Strategies 
Compatible numbers 

 
Compensation 

 
Decomposing to a 10 

 
Place value 

 
1 68 49−  2 87 34−  

  
3 96 58−  4 52 15−  

 

 


