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Solving Multi-Step Problems 
 

• Use the Identifying Hidden Questions: Decision Guide to help you solve 
each problem. 

• Determine a reasonable estimate of the solution to the problem. 

• Determine the exact solution to the problem. 
 

1 The second-grade book club wants to buy snacks and books. They started with 
$136 in their account. They raised $204 selling candles. The club spent $206 on 
books. How much money is available to buy snacks? 

Hidden question: 

 
 
 

Hidden question equation: 

Main question: 

 
 
 

Main question equation: 

Estimate: Workspace: 

 

 

 

 

Solution: 

 

2 An animal shelter had 327 cans of cat food. They used 181 cans for gift bags 
for new pet owners. Then they received a donation of 455 cans. How many 
cans of cat food are available for the cats at the shelter? 

Hidden question: 

 
 
 

Hidden question equation: 

Main question: 

 
 
 

Main question equation: 

Estimate: Workspace: 

Solution: 

 


