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R-Controlled Vowel Sort

Objective
Students will sort r-controlled vowel words into groups of matching letter combinations.

Materials
• R-Controlled Vowel Sort handout
• Scissors
• Glue or tape
• Optional video for teacher:  

R-Controlled Syllables (http://texasgateway.org/resource/r-controlled-syllables)

Overview
Explicitly model and provide practice with corrective feedback until students are able to work 
independently.

Activity

1. Have students read the words on the first page of the handout.

2. Have students cut out the words and glue or tape them in the correct column of the table on 
the second page of the handout.

3. Monitor and provide corrective feedback.

Adapted from Vaughn Gross Center for Reading and Language Arts at The University of Texas at Austin. (2009). 
Teacher reading academies. Austin, TX: Author.

Phonics Grades 3–5
Lesson 5



© 2016 The University of Texas System/Texas Education Agency
Licensed under Creative Commons BY-NC-ND 4.0

Phonics Grades 3–5
Lesson 5: R-Controlled Vowel Sort Handout 1 (1 of 2)

w
or

k
fu

rn
is

h
vi

rt
ue

ho
rn

tu
rn

si
r

pe
rfe

ct
bu

rn
he

r
gi

rl

va
po

r
m

ar
ch

st
ar

la
bo

r
ca

rt

st
ar

ch
st

ir
su

rfa
ce

w
at

er
ov

er

R-Controlled Vowel Sort



© 2016 The University of Texas System/Texas Education Agency
Licensed under Creative Commons BY-NC-ND 4.0

Phonics Grades 3–5
Lesson 5: R-Controlled Vowel Sort Handout 1 (2 of 2)

ar
er

or
ir

u
r


