Grade 8—Moon Phases

RM 3: Explore II Investigation Sheet
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1. Using evidence from your moon phase model, describe how you know which phases are waxing and which are waning. 

2.  Explain why the New Moon cannot be seen in the sky. 

3.  Explain how your moon phase model would be different if the sun’s rays were coming from the LEFT side. 

4. In your own words, explain why we can only see one side of the moon on Earth. 

5.  Explain why we see the different phases of the moon from Earth. 

6. How can creating models like this help you better understand concepts in Earth Science?
Instructions: When your Oreo Moons are complete, draw the correct Moon phases in the diagram. Remember to draw them as you would see them from Earth. Then answer the following questions.
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