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um

en
t t

ha
t s

up
po

rt
s t

he
 a

ut
ho

r’s
 c

on
cl

us
io

ns
 a

nd
 is

 e
as

y 
to

 fo
llo

w
• 

Sh
ow

s h
ow

 a
ll 

th
e 

id
ea

s r
el

at
e 

to
 th

e 
th

es
is

 o
r c

on
tr

ol
lin

g 
id

ea
• 

U
se

s m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l t

ra
ns

iti
on

s t
o 

co
nn

ec
t t

he
 id

ea
s b

et
w

ee
n 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
 a

nd
 se

nt
en

ce
s 

• 
Sm

oo
th

ly
 in

te
gr

at
es

 te
xt

ua
l e

vi
de

nc
e 

in
to

 th
e 

es
sa

y

St
ro

ng
 in

tr
od

uc
ti

on
• 

G
ra

bs
 th

e 
re

ad
er

’s 
at

te
nt

io
n 

an
d 

m
ak

es
 th

e 
re

ad
er

 w
an

t t
o 

re
ad

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f t

he
 e

ss
ay

• 
Sh

ow
s w

hy
 th

e 
au

th
or

’s 
id

ea
s a

re
 w

or
th

 re
ad

in
g 

an
d 

co
ns

id
er

in
g

• 
Pr

ov
id

es
 c

on
te

xt
 (b

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n)
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

to
pi

c 
or

 te
xt

 
• 

In
cl

ud
es

 th
e 

th
es

is
 o

r c
on

tr
ol

lin
g 

id
ea

• 
Br

ie
fly

 d
es

cr
ib

es
 h

ow
 th

e 
au

th
or

 w
ill

 m
ak

e 
hi

s o
r h

er
 a

rg
um

en
t a

nd
 p

re
se

nt
 e

vi
de

nc
e 

to
 su

pp
or

t i
t

St
ro

ng
 c

on
cl

us
io

n
• 

Br
in

gs
 c

lo
su

re
 to

 th
e 

es
sa

y
• 

Ac
cu

ra
te

ly
 sy

nt
he

si
ze

s w
ha

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
pr

ov
en

 a
nd

 c
la

rifi
es

 it
s m

ea
ni

ng
 (d

oe
s n

ot
 in

tr
od

uc
e 

ne
w

 id
ea

s)
• 

Re
ad

dr
es

se
s t

he
 th

es
is

 o
r c

on
tr

ol
lin

g 
id

ea
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

w
ha

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
pr

es
en

te
d 

(d
oe

s n
ot

 re
st

at
e 

th
e 

th
es

is
 v

er
ba

tim
)

• 
U

se
s v

iv
id

 im
ag

es
 a

nd
 in

te
re

st
in

g 
la

ng
ua

ge
 th

at
 le

av
e 

a 
m

em
or

ab
le

 im
pr

es
si

on
 o

n 
th

e 
re

ad
er

Pu
rp

os
ef

ul
 a

nd
 

pr
ec

is
e 

w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

• 
M

ak
es

 th
e 

es
sa

y 
cl

ea
r a

nd
 e

as
y 

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d
• 

Cr
ea

te
s a

n 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 to
ne

 fo
r a

na
ly

si
s (

th
e 

at
tit

ud
e 

an
 a

ut
ho

r t
ak

es
 to

w
ar

d 
th

e 
su

bj
ec

t a
nd

 it
s e

ffe
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

re
ad

er
)

• 
In

cl
ud

es
 sp

ec
ifi

c,
 p

ow
er

fu
l w

or
ds

• 
Is

 c
ar

ef
ul

 a
nd

 th
ou

gh
tf

ul

Va
ri

ed
 s

en
te

nc
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e
• 

Es
sa

y 
in

cl
ud

es
 se

nt
en

ce
s o

f v
ar

io
us

 ty
pe

s, 
le

ng
th

, a
nd

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
• 

Se
nt

en
ce

s a
re

 c
le

ar
ly

 w
rit

te
n 

an
d 

m
ak

e 
se

ns
e 

• 
La

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 p

hr
as

in
g 

he
lp

 th
e 

es
sa

y 
flo

w
 (m

ak
e 

it 
ea

sy
 to

 re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
)
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Pe

rs
on

al
 N

ar
ra

tiv
e W

rit
in

g 
Re

vi
sio

n 
Gu

id
e

1.
 R

er
ea

d 
an

d 
th

in
k 

ab
ou

t y
ou

r e
ss

ay
.

2.
 W

ha
t d

o 
yo

u 
no

tic
e?

 U
se

 th
e 

el
em

en
ts

 in
 th

e 
ta

bl
e 

be
lo

w
 to

 g
ui

de
 y

ou
r t

hi
nk

in
g 

an
d 

re
vi

si
ng

.
3.

 M
ak

e 
on

e 
or

 m
or

e 
of

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
re

vi
si

on
s t

o 
im

pr
ov

e 
yo

ur
 e

ss
ay

: R
ep

la
ce

 o
r s

ub
st

itu
te

 a
ll 

or
 p

ar
ts

 o
f i

t, 
ad

d 
to

 it
, d

el
et

e 
(t

ak
e 

th
in

gs
 o

ut
) f

ro
m

 it
, o

r r
eo

rd
er

 (r
ea

rr
an

ge
) i

t.

El
em

en
ts

 o
f P

er
so

na
l N

ar
ra

ti
ve

s
A 

pe
rs

on
al

 n
ar

ra
tiv

e 
is

 a
n 

ex
pr

es
si

ve
 li

te
ra

ry
 p

ie
ce

 w
rit

te
n 

in
 fi

rs
t p

er
so

n 
th

at
 c

en
te

rs
 o

n 
a 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
 e

ve
nt

 in
 th

e 
au

th
or

’s 
lif

e 
an

d 
m

ay
 c

on
ta

in
 v

iv
id

 d
es

cr
ip

tio
n 

as
 w

el
l 

as
 p

er
so

na
l c

om
m

en
ta

ry
 a

nd
 o

bs
er

va
tio

ns
.

N
ar

ro
w

, c
le

ar
ly

 
de

fin
ed

 fo
cu

s 
• 

Fo
cu

se
s o

n 
a 

ce
nt

ra
l i

de
a 

(t
he

m
e 

or
 m

es
sa

ge
)

• 
Is

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
a 

si
ng

ul
ar

, s
ig

ni
fic

an
t e

ve
nt

 o
r e

xp
er

ie
nc

e
• 

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

es
 th

e 
gi

st
 o

f t
he

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

an
d 

its
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nc

e 
to

 th
e 

au
th

or
’s 

lif
e 

(m
ea

ni
ng

, i
ns

ig
ht

, o
r l

es
so

n 
le

ar
ne

d)
• 

Is
 su

st
ai

ne
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
es

sa
y 

(d
oe

s n
ot

 c
ha

ng
e)

In
te

re
st

in
g 

de
ta

ils
• 

M
ak

e 
th

e 
si

tu
at

io
n 

re
al

is
tic

 a
nd

 b
el

ie
va

bl
e 

(c
le

ar
ly

 sh
ow

 w
hy

 th
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
w

as
 m

ea
ni

ng
fu

l) 
• 

Ar
e 

sp
ec

ifi
c 

an
d 

th
ou

gh
tf

ul
ly

 c
ho

se
n 

• 
Ar

e 
w

el
l d

ev
el

op
ed

 (a
dd

 su
bs

ta
nc

e 
to

 th
e 

es
sa

y)
 

• 
“S

ho
w

,” r
at

he
r t

ha
n 

“t
el

l,”
 b

y 
ap

pe
al

in
g 

to
 th

e 
se

ns
es

 
• 

In
cl

ud
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g:
 

 -
D

es
cr

ip
tio

ns
 o

f t
he

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
s (

th
ei

r a
pp

ea
ra

nc
e,

 a
ct

io
ns

, a
nd

 w
or

ds
)

 -
D

ia
lo

gu
e 

th
at

 m
ov

es
 th

e 
na

rr
at

iv
e 

al
on

g 
(s

ho
ul

d 
so

un
d 

na
tu

ra
l a

nd
 n

ot
 b

e 
ov

er
us

ed
)

 -
A 

vi
vi

d 
de

sc
rip

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
se

tt
in

g 
(w

he
re

 a
nd

 w
he

n)

Lo
gi

ca
l 

se
qu

en
ce

• 
Pr

es
en

ts
 th

e 
ev

en
ts

 in
 a

 m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l o

rd
er

 (o
ft

en
 c

hr
on

ol
og

ic
al

ly
)

• 
Sh

ow
s h

ow
 a

ll 
th

e 
ev

en
ts

 su
pp

or
t t

he
 c

le
ar

ly
 d

efi
ne

d 
fo

cu
s o

r c
en

tr
al

 id
ea

 
• 

Is
 si

m
ila

r t
o 

th
e 

pl
ot

 li
ne

 o
f a

 st
or

y 
(s

to
ry

 e
le

m
en

ts
 b

ui
ld

 to
 a

 c
lim

ax
 th

at
 re

ve
al

s t
he

 le
ss

on
s l

ea
rn

ed
)

• 
U

se
s m

ea
ni

ng
fu

l t
ra

ns
iti

on
s t

o 
co

nn
ec

t i
de

as
 b

et
w

ee
n 

pa
ra

gr
ap

hs
 a

nd
 se

nt
en

ce
s, 

m
ov

e 
th

e 
re

ad
er

 a
lo

ng
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
st

or
y,

 a
nd

 re
in

fo
rc

e 
th

e 
lin

k 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
ex

pe
rie

nc
e 

an
d 

its
 m

ea
ni

ng

St
ro

ng
 

in
tr

od
uc

ti
on

• 
G

ra
bs

 th
e 

re
ad

er
’s 

at
te

nt
io

n 
an

d 
m

ak
es

 th
e 

re
ad

er
 w

an
t t

o 
re

ad
 th

e 
re

st
 o

f t
he

 e
ss

ay
• 

Sh
ow

s w
hy

 th
e 

au
th

or
’s 

id
ea

s a
re

 im
po

rt
an

t (
w

or
th

 re
ad

in
g)

• 
In

cl
ud

es
 th

e 
fo

cu
s o

r c
en

tr
al

 id
ea

St
ro

ng
 

co
nc

lu
si

on
• 

Br
in

gs
 c

lo
su

re
 to

 th
e 

es
sa

y
• 

In
cl

ud
es

 a
 st

ro
ng

 a
ct

io
n,

 fe
el

in
g,

 o
r i

m
ag

e 
th

at
 sh

ow
s t

he
 a

ut
ho

r’s
 p

er
so

na
l g

ro
w

th
 a

nd
/o

r e
m

ph
as

iz
es

 th
e 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f t
he

 e
ve

nt
• 

Le
av

es
 th

e 
re

ad
er

 w
ith

 a
 m

em
or

ab
le

 im
pr

es
si

on
 o

f t
he

 p
er

so
na

l e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

an
d 

th
e 

au
th

or
’s 

in
si

gh
t (

a 
ne

w
 o

r d
ee

pe
r u

nd
er

st
an

di
ng

 o
f t

he
 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e)
 

Pu
rp

os
ef

ul
 a

nd
 

pr
ec

is
e 

w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

• 
M

ak
es

 th
e 

es
sa

y 
cl

ea
r a

nd
 e

as
y 

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d
• 

Cr
ea

te
s t

he
 to

ne
 (h

ow
 th

e 
au

th
or

 u
se

s w
or

ds
 to

 e
xp

re
ss

 h
is

 o
r h

er
 a

tt
itu

de
 a

nd
 fe

el
in

gs
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e)
 

• 
In

cl
ud

es
 sp

ec
ifi

c,
 p

ow
er

fu
l w

or
ds

• 
Is

 c
ar

ef
ul

 a
nd

 th
ou

gh
tf

ul
 

Va
ri

ed
 s

en
te

nc
e 

st
ru

ct
ur

e
• 

Es
sa

y 
in

cl
ud

es
 se

nt
en

ce
s o

f v
ar

io
us

 ty
pe

s, 
le

ng
th

, a
nd

 st
ru

ct
ur

e 
• 

Se
nt

en
ce

s a
re

 c
le

ar
ly

 w
rit

te
n 

an
d 

m
ak

e 
se

ns
e 

• 
La

ng
ua

ge
 a

nd
 p

hr
as

in
g 

he
lp

 th
e 

es
sa

y 
flo

w
 (m

ak
e 

it 
ea

sy
 to

 re
ad

 a
nd

 fo
llo

w
)
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Pe
rs

ua
siv

e W
rit

in
g 

Re
vi

sio
n 

Gu
id

e
1.

 R
er

ea
d 

an
d 

th
in

k 
ab

ou
t y

ou
r e

ss
ay

.
2.

 W
ha

t d
o 

yo
u 

no
tic

e?
 U

se
 th

e 
el

em
en

ts
 in

 th
e 

ta
bl

e 
be

lo
w

 to
 g

ui
de

 y
ou

r t
hi

nk
in

g 
an

d 
re

vi
si

ng
.

3.
 M

ak
e 

on
e 

or
 m

or
e 

of
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

re
vi

si
on

s t
o 

im
pr

ov
e 

yo
ur

 e
ss

ay
: R

ep
la

ce
 o

r s
ub

st
itu

te
 a

ll 
or

 p
ar

ts
 o

f i
t, 

ad
d 

to
 it

, d
el

et
e 

(t
ak

e 
th

in
gs

 o
ut

) f
ro

m
 it

, o
r r

eo
rd

er
 (r

ea
rr

an
ge

) i
t.

El
em

en
ts

 o
f P

er
su

as
iv

e 
Es

sa
ys

 
A 

pe
rs

ua
si

ve
 e

ss
ay

 is
 w

rit
te

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
in

te
nt

 to
 p

er
su

ad
e 

or
 c

on
vi

nc
e 

th
e 

re
ad

er
 o

f s
om

et
hi

ng
.

Cl
ea

r, 
co

nc
is

e,
 a

nd
 

de
fin

ed
 th

es
is

 
st

at
em

en
t 

• 
Cl

ea
rly

 p
re

se
nt

s t
he

 w
rit

er
’s 

po
si

tio
n 

on
 th

e 
to

pi
c 

or
 p

ro
m

pt
• 

St
at

es
 a

 su
pp

or
ta

bl
e 

po
si

tio
n 

th
at

 is
 o

pe
n 

fo
r d

eb
at

e
• 

H
as

 a
 n

ar
ro

w
 fo

cu
s (

is
 n

ot
 to

o 
ge

ne
ra

l o
r b

ro
ad

)
• 

Is
 su

st
ai

ne
d 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
es

sa
y 

(d
oe

s n
ot

 c
ha

ng
e)

W
el

l d
ev

el
op

ed
 

ar
gu

m
en

t w
it

h 
st

ro
ng

 
ev

id
en

ti
al

 s
up

po
rt

• 
Lo

gi
ca

lly
 c

on
ne

ct
s t

o 
th

e 
th

es
is

 (c
on

ne
ct

io
n 

is
 c

le
ar

 a
nd

 m
ak

es
 se

ns
e)

• 
U

se
s s

pe
ci

fic
 su

pp
or

tin
g 

ev
id

en
ce

 to
 su

pp
or

t o
r d

ef
en

d 
th

e 
th

es
is

 (e
vi

de
nc

e 
in

cl
ud

es
 e

xa
m

pl
es

, f
ac

ts
, e

xp
er

t o
pi

ni
on

s o
r q

uo
te

s, 
in

ci
de

nt
s, 

em
ot

io
na

l a
pp

ea
ls

, o
r a

 c
al

l t
o 

ac
tio

n)
• 

Ex
pl

ai
ns

 d
iff

er
in

g 
po

in
ts

 o
f v

ie
w

 (c
ou

nt
er

ar
gu

m
en

ts
) t

o 
co

nv
in

ce
 th

e 
re

ad
er

 w
hy

 th
e 

au
th

or
’s 

po
si

tio
n 

is
 b

et
te

r

Cl
ea

rl
y 

or
ga

ni
ze

d 
st

ru
ct

ur
e

• 
Pr

es
en

ts
 th

e 
id

ea
s i

n 
a 

lo
gi

ca
l w

ay
• 

Is
 e

as
y 

to
 fo

llo
w

• 
Sh

ow
s h

ow
 a

ll 
th

e 
id

ea
s r

el
at

e 
to

 th
e 

th
es

is
• 

U
se

s m
ea

ni
ng

fu
l t

ra
ns

iti
on

s t
o 

co
nn

ec
t i

de
as

 b
et

w
ee

n 
pa

ra
gr

ap
hs

 a
nd

 se
nt

en
ce

s

St
ro

ng
 in

tr
od

uc
ti

on
• 

G
ra

bs
 th

e 
re

ad
er

’s 
at

te
nt

io
n 

an
d 

m
ak

es
 th

e 
re

ad
er

 w
an

t t
o 

re
ad

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f t

he
 e

ss
ay

• 
Sh

ow
s w

hy
 th

e 
to

pi
c 

or
 is

su
e 

is
 im

po
rt

an
t (

w
or

th
 re

ad
in

g 
an

d 
co

ns
id

er
in

g)
• 

Pr
ov

id
es

 b
ac

kg
ro

un
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fo
r t

he
 re

ad
er

 
• 

In
cl

ud
es

 th
e 

th
es

is

St
ro

ng
 c

on
cl

us
io

n
• 

Br
in

gs
 c

lo
su

re
 to

 th
e 

es
sa

y
• 

Ac
cu

ra
te

ly
 sy

nt
he

si
ze

s o
r r

es
ol

ve
s a

lre
ad

y 
pr

es
en

te
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

(d
oe

s n
ot

 in
tr

od
uc

e 
ne

w
 id

ea
s)

• 
Re

ad
dr

es
se

s t
he

 th
es

is
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

w
ha

t h
as

 b
ee

n 
pr

es
en

te
d 

(d
oe

s n
ot

 re
st

at
e 

th
e 

th
es

is
 v

er
ba

tim
)

• 
U

se
s v

iv
id

 im
ag

es
 a

nd
 in

te
re

st
in

g 
la

ng
ua

ge
 th

at
 le

av
e 

a 
m

em
or

ab
le

 im
pr

es
si

on
 o

n 
th

e 
re

ad
er

 o
r p

er
su

ad
e 

th
e 

re
ad

er
 to

 ta
ke

 a
ct

io
n

Pu
rp

os
ef

ul
 a

nd
 

pr
ec

is
e 

w
or

d 
ch

oi
ce

• 
M

ak
es

 th
e 

es
sa

y 
cl

ea
r a

nd
 e

as
y 

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d
• 

Cr
ea

te
s t

he
 a
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Sample Student Essay: Literary

River Rafting is many things. A hobbie, a 

sport, a memory. But, it is mustly an adventure! 

If you have ever river rafted with a group of 

people, you know it is difficult. But, it also 

makes relationships with those people.

When the Harper family went river rafting 

in the smokies, they were very inexperienced. 

They thought it would be a fun family activity 

that would make their relationship grow. But 

they never realized how hard it was until 

they actually got into the raft. They figured 

out they always needed to be on their guard, 

they always needed to communicate and most 

importantly, they always had a job to perform.

During their adventure, they hit many 

rocks, got stuck many times and had fallen off 

the raft many times. But they never thought it 

would be that fun to work together as a family.
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Sample Student Essay: Expository
I don’t think it is ever okay to break the 

rules. If rules were ever to be broken, we would 

live in a chaotic world. The laws, the order, the 

sports, and schools would be unfair. In cities, 

driving will not have a speed limit. And people 

will rob banks and steal supplies. The police 

will do nothing to stop this. Prisons will not 

exist with no laws. Technogly programs will be 

free. Money will be non use. Government with 

no power. And driving where ever you want. 

And another way rules shouldn’t be broken in, 

is sports. In a football game, the game would 

not seem as fair without the rules. With no rules 

in this sport, there will be no consequences, no 

penaltys. If there were none, players would do 

what ever they want. And in schools children 

would do what ever they want also. Bullying 

will be fair, everyone will want ever they want 

and referals would not exist.
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