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The National Reading Panel on the Role of Vocabulary Reading Instruction 

What the National Reading Panel Says About the Role of Vocabulary in Reading Instruction (Reprinted 
from National Reading Panel, 2000, p. 4-4) and recommendations for dyslexics: 

1. There is a need for direct instruction of vocabulary items required for a specific text. This is an 
essential accommodation for people with dyslexia. 

2. Repetition and multiple exposures to vocabulary items are important. Students should be given 
items that will be likely to appear in many contexts. Because dyslexics are less likely to have 
exposure to vocabulary from reading, making sure that they have repeated exposure to content 
and vocabulary words through oral language and listening is important. 

3. Learning in rich contexts is valuable for vocabulary learning. Vocabulary words should be those 
that the learner will find useful in many contexts. When vocabulary items are derived from 
content learning materials, the learner will be better equipped to deal with specific reading 
matter in content areas. All readers benefit from experiential learning of vocabulary in multiple 
contexts. Again, it is critical that dyslexics have access to the content through auditory channels 
(e.g., reading aloud, books on tape, print-to-speech software). 

4. Vocabulary tasks should be restructured as necessary. It is important to be certain that students 
fully understand what is asked of them in the context of reading, rather than focusing only on 
the words to be learned. Restructuring seems to be most effective for low achieving or at-risk 
students. Restructuring is essential for most people with dyslexia. 

5. Vocabulary learning is effective when it entails active engagement in learning tasks. Vocabulary 
instruction should include all channels for the dyslexic – auditory, visual, kinesthetic and must be 
taught with frequency (i.e., repetitions) in multiple contexts. 

6. Computer technology can be used effectively to help teach vocabulary. See computer programs 
below. 

7. Vocabulary can be acquired through incidental learning. Much of a student’s vocabulary will 
have to be learned in the course of doing things other than explicit vocabulary learning. 
Repetition, richness of context, and motivation may also add to the efficacy of incidental 
learning of vocabulary. As noted above, the dyslexic needs multiple exposures in multiple 
contexts. 

Dependence on a single vocabulary instruction method will not result in optimal learning. A variety of 
methods was used effectively with emphasis on multimedia aspects of learning, richness of context in 
which words are to be learned, and the number of exposures to words that learners receive. 
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