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Cynthia's Big Decision 

Cynthia had always been afraid to try new things. She wanted to learn to 

play the trumpet in middle school.   However, her mother wondered whether 

the trumpet was the best choice for her.  

 

“I’m happy that you want to play an instrument.  Don’t you think you would 

rather try the flute?” her mother asked. “That’s the instrument I played when 

I was in school.  We already have one. A flute makes a lovely sound.  It’s 

also much easier to carry from place to place.”  

 

But Cynthia was adamant.  She was determined to master the shiny golden 

instrument with the bold sound.  Band classes began, and it soon became 

apparent that Cynthia was an exceptional musician. While other students 

squeaked their way up and down the scales, Cynthia played simple melodies 

in pure, sweet tones.  

 

The trumpet provided a new way for her to express her feelings. Cynthia 

found herself making new friends. The other trumpet players often asked 

Cynthia for suggestions on how they could improve their playing. Cynthia 

was growing more confident.   

 

By the time Cynthia reached high school, she was one of the best trumpet 

players in the band. One day Mr. Peters, her band teacher, asked Cynthia to 

see him after class. She was eligible to audition for the countywide youth 

orchestra. He would be delighted to recommend her. Was she interested?   

 

Cynthia hesitated. Playing in the youth orchestra would be a dream come 

true. The orchestra was made up of the best young musicians in the county. 

But it meant that she would have to memorize a piece of music.  She would 

also have to audition in front of a group of music teachers. What if she 

didn’t do well? What if she forgot the notes?  She would be embarrassed.  

Mr. Peters would be disappointed. 

 

Cynthia swallowed hard.  She told Mr. Peters that she would think about it.  

The next day Cynthia talked to her mother.  

 

“I want to audition, but I’m also afraid. I don’t know what to do!” she told 

her mother.    

 

Cynthia’s mother looked her in the eye.  “Remember when I told you that 

you should play the flute? Well, you knew all along that the trumpet was 

right for you. I think you know what is right for you now.”    
 

 Unit 6 • Module 1   |   Handout 6  (1 of 1)

Sample Passage for the Cold Read

Reprinted with permission from Texas Education Agency (TEA), University of Houston (UH), & The University of 
Texas System (UTS), 2008.




